THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

families lived, temples in which they worshipped,
halls in which they assembled for social purposes,
palaces in which rulers might dwell.

Death was made easy by the presence of celestial
beings who helped the new-comer into his fresh exist-
ence. Such new-comers had an immediate period of
complete rest. They regained consciousness in a few
days of our time.

There were both angels and devils, but they were
not of another order to ourselves. They were all
human beings who had lived on earth and who were
either undeveloped souls, as devils, or highly developed
souls, as angels.

We did not change in any way at death. Man
lost nothing by death, but was still a man in all respects,
though more perfect than when in the body. He
took with him not only his powers but also his acquired
modes of thought, his beliefs and his prejudices.

All children were received equally, whether bap-
tized or not. They grew up in the other world.
Young women mothered them until the real mother
came across.

There was no eternal punishment. Those who
were in the hells could work their way out if they
had the impulse. Those in the heavens were also in
no permanent place, but were working their way to
something higher.

There was marriage in the form of spiritual union
in the next world. It takes a man and a woman to
make a complete human unit. Swedenborg, it may
be remarked, was never married in life,
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